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A NEW BASINGSTOKE 
Building a Better Future After the Pandemic 



We live in unprecedented times, faced with our biggest crisis in 

modern history. We’ve lost over 280 people in Basingstoke and 

Deane to the pandemic in the last 12 months.  We’ve lost over 

2,500 jobs in retail alone, in our worst recession in 300 years. 

We will come back from this.  We can’t go back to the failed   

Conservative ideology of austerity that was so brutally exposed 

by this pandemic. Basingstoke deserves better. 

Basingstoke Labour’s 2021 Local Election Manifesto sets out our 

vision for this great Borough, and an ambitious programme to 

achieve it.  

We will take on the challenges posed by this pandemic, and the 

urgent action required on climate change.  And we will win.  

A vote for Labour is a vote to help us achieve this vision. 

To recover and rebuild. The future starts now. 

BUILD A BETTER FUTURE 

Cllr Andrew McCormick   
Leader, Basingstoke and Deane Labour Group 



A BETTER LOCAL ECONOMY 

Our top priority is to breathe new life into our local economy after a 10% contraction in 

2020  due to the pandemic, and the restrictions that shut many stores in Festival Place. 

Ongoing trends away from premises retail to online have accelerated, leaving Basingstoke, 

with its large retail offering, the third most vulnerable town in Britain. 

• We will work with all partners and parties to draw up a  

Town Centre Rescue Plan. 

• We will conduct a Business Rate Review to help our local 

businesses. 

• We will introduce sensitive letting to rebuild our  

Top of Town with new businesses and visitor attractions. 

• We will work to revive our night time economy, and 

help save our pubs and restaurants. 

• We will promote the Borough Basket and other online  

retail initiatives for local businesses. 

• We will capitalise on our position  as fourth-best place  

for tech investment in the UK (source: Tech Nation), 

to encourage tech firms and new high-paying jobs into 

Basingstoke. 

• We will invest in new green infrastructure schemes to  

provide new jobs addressing the Climate Emergency. 

• We will make it our mission to tackle Modern Slavery. 
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BUILDING BETTER HOMES 
• We will restore our 5-year  housing supply to help  

protect our outlying greenfield sites from  

opportunistic developments. 

• We will commit to at least 40% affordable housing on 

all new builds. 

• We will reduce our waiting list and increase the supply 

and accessibility of decent temporary accommodation 

to respond to needs identified by homeless people, 

including access to mental health services. 

• We will take action on illegal and nuisance 

Houses of Multiple Occupancy. 

• We will make sure the necessary infrastructure,  

especially schools, are put in place for new builds. 

• We will champion foot and cycle provision to aim for 

80% of short trips under 5km to be on foot or bicycle.  

• We will champion the conservation of biodiversity in 

all our new development schemes. 

We will push for the highest possible 

environmental standards for new 

builds, as set out in the New Homes  

Policy Playbook. 

We will champion solar panels, home 

batteries, feeding  into the grid, local  

energy generation and car charging 

points for every new home. 

We will champion net zero and carbon 

sink homes, reducing energy demand, 

reducing embodied carbon, measuring 

in-use performance. 

We will form a task force in the council to 

take action on cladding. 

It is a national scandal that, nearly four years 

after 72 people lost their lives in Grenfell Tower, 

we still have people in Basingstoke living in  

accommodation with flammable cladding. 

 

We will audit all the materials used in our 

high rise buildings. 

 

Tenants and Leaseholders require relief  

from repairs costing tens of thousands,   

insurance hikes and waking watch charges. 

Many are facing financial ruin, trapped  

for years in properties they can not sell. 

We will hold those responsible to account. 

Basingstoke 



BETTER SPORT AND LEISURE 
Basingstoke and Deane has sport and leisure provision that is the envy of 

residents in many neighbouring authorities:   

The Anvil, The Haymarket, Central Studio, two cinema complexes,  

an ice rink,  three public swimming pools, indoor skydiving, football,  

rugby, hockey, cricket,  tennis, athletics, ten-pin bowling, and lawn bowls. 

These have all faced massive challenges in the past year, and some will 

need our help to survive. We will do our utmost to keep these provisions 

in Basingstoke, so that our residents can continue to enjoy their  

activities without having to take long journeys out of the Borough. 

 

We are committed to driving up sports and arts participation in the 

Borough and to capitalise on any increases in personal exercise and 

activity during the pandemic. 

• We will offer our 100% support to Basingstoke Town  

Community Football Club to fulfil their ambitions to  

return to the Camrose Ground, and their ambitions 

for a community sports hub. 

• We will promote the development of women’s and 

youth football in Basingstoke and Deane. 

• We will offer our 100% support to the ice users 

at Basingstoke Ice Rink, to save the ice rink 

and keep ice in Basingstoke.  

• We will seek to reduce access charges to  

council facilities (e.g. pitches) to drive up  

sports participation. 

• We will introduce a “Passport to Leisure” scheme modelled on those  

provided by neighbouring Labour Councils, to give discounts to regular  

users of our facilities, and users of multiple facilities.   

• We will also look at introducing discounts for swimmers with an ultimate 

aspiration of free swimming for under-16s and over-60s in the Borough.  

• We will back the ‘Basingstoke Get Active’  initiative from the Basingstoke 

Voluntary Sports Council  which aims to drive up participation after  

lockdown. 
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• We will support our entertainment venues as they will be amongst the 

last to emerge from lockdown. 

• We will support amateur productions by BAOS, BATS  and the Gang Show. 

• We will support music and arts in the community, especially the Music 

and Arts Festival, with a view to driving up community participation. 



But after the Tories’ restructuring, primary care in the 

NHS is badly broken. 

The Clinical Commissioning Groups have little local  

accountability.  Inadequate resourcing has seen many 

practices merge or hand back the keys.  

Surgery mergers mean services are split between  

different sites. Some patients in rural areas are having 

to drive miles to other surgeries for treatment. 

• We want greater scrutiny and accountability of 

health at a local level and will set up a dedicated 

council panel to do this. 

• Every patient should be able to see a doctor in their 

own surgery, and access to good health services, 

including those who can’t access the internet. 

BETTER HEALTH PROVISION 
Health, wellbeing and social care are  cornerstones of a decent  

community. Every single resident deserves proper healthcare.  

It can not be compromised on. 

Throughout the pandemic, our doctors and nurses have been  

under unbelievable strain, but our hospital has not been  

overwhelmed and a fantastic effort by NHS staff and volunteers has 

meant a very successful vaccine roll-out. 

They deserve more than just applause: they deserve a decent pay rise! 

In 2020,  Camrose, Gillies and Hackwood  

surgeries announced a “Link-up” with Operose 

Health, a 100%-owned subsidiary of American 

health  giant Centene.  

It’s actually a takeover. 

We are appalled at the prospect of British  

taxpayers money being exported to the US in the 

form of “Operating margins”, AKA profits. 

• We want to keep our NHS public, not privatised 

with bits sold off to the USA. 

• We want to see a surgery in every estate or in 

the next door estate across Basingstoke. 

• We want a duty doctor in every surgery. 

• We want an end to multi-surgery, fragmented  

services. 

• In health, we firmly believe that prevention is better than 

cure.  We want to see more support for local gyms and  

referrals. 

• Nobody should have to drive miles beyond their nearest  

surgery for treatment. 

• We totally oppose any charges for hospital staff parking.  

Nurses, porters and healthcare assistants don’t get paid 

enough as it is. 

Basingstoke 



BETTER CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
The pandemic has shown all of us the tremendous job teachers do to  

educate our children.  As any parent who has tried home schooling 

knows, it is a much more difficult job than people think. 

• We believe teachers should be vaccinated as a priority. 

• We also support children being in school where they are able to 

socialise as well as learn as part of a structured  routine. 

• We will push for the fairer funding of our schools and colleges, 

to improve educational outcomes for our young people. 

• We will push for a massive increase in resources for vulnerable 

children, especially those in care homes, due to the massive 

pressures brought about by the pandemic and recession. 

Hampshire has consistently let Basingstoke’s  

children down, giving priority to children from  

other areas when keeping schools open. 

Fort Hill school (left) was closed and demolished, 

despite there being 3,500 houses being built in  

nearby Manydown in the next few years. 

Over 1,000 secondary pupils are bussed out of  

Basingstoke every school day, on journeys that 

take up to an hour each way.  

We want first class primary and secondary school 

provision in every area. 

We believe every local school should be a good school.  

• We support the reintroduction of catchment areas 

and encouraging children to go to their local school. 

• We will aim for at least 90% of all pupils up to and 

including secondary school leavers, to be able to go 

to school on foot or by bicycle instead of using cars 

or buses. 

• We will push for a new secondary school in  

Manydown and reduce children commuting. 

Libraries are an essential out-of-hours learning resource for our children, 

especially those from lower-income backgrounds.  

• We are 100% opposed to Hampshire closing any library in the county.  

We fought them on their proposed closure of South Ham and Chineham 

libraries last year. 

• We are committed to tackling child poverty through Free School Meals 

during the holidays. 

• We are committed to bringing back Sure Start children’s centres. 

• We will form an Education Forum, made up of schools,  

police, doctors and social workers, to address issues  

affecting young people. 
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BETTER TRANSPORT 

• We will play a leading role in shaping Hampshire’s

Local Transport Plan, which will cover the period

up to 2050.

• Every part of Basingstoke and every surrounding

town and village  should have safe cycleways

connecting them.

• Every housing estate and local service should be

accessible by foot.

• Every main road in and out of Basingstoke will

need cycle provision: the A30, A33, A339, A340,

and B3400, from the railway station outwards.

• Every estate road in Basingstoke should allow

safe pedestrian and cycle movements.

• We want free buses for over 60’s.

• We will increase our support for community

transport.

• We want regular buses, running from 5.30am

until midnight on our busiest routes, with a

10-minute frequency in the busiest periods.

• We want to see Basingstoke bus station moved

from  its current location to outside the front of

the railway station as a  central hub and

interchange.

• We will promote out-of-town bus hubs at our

District Centres, and the Hospital.

• We want every bus to be zero emission by 2030,

along with no new petrol or diesel cars or lorries.

• We want every council vehicle to be zero

emission by 2025.

• We want Oakley station re-opened, and new

stations built at Chineham, Worting and Basing.

We want to see a massive improvement in  
on-street parking provision, with public charge points for 
electric cars and bikes  in every  residential road and 
communal parking area. 

We will introduce 20mph zones near schools and on any 
residential road that wants it. 

We will install safer crossings on all our busy roads near 
schools, shops or doctors’ surgeries. 

We are committed to reducing road casualties year on year, 
every year. 

Basingstoke 



A BETTER ENVIRONMENT 
Less than 9% of Basingstoke and Deane is built on. 

Around 17% is covered by trees and woodland. 

65% is agricultural land. 

But our environment is under threat, from developers, 

climate change, pesticides, air and water pollution. 

• We will work with farmers and land owners to

conserve wildlife and preserve biodiversity.

• We will draw up an action plan to minimise nitrate

and phosphate pollution. We’ll ban neonicotinoids

which are harmful to bees.

• We will draw up an action plan on Air Quality,

to tackle carbon emissions, nitrous oxides, and

particle emissions, especially PM2.5 particles.

• We will draw up a concordat for users of open

spaces—walkers, cyclists, sports recreation,

children playing, dog walkers, horse riders—

with recognisable and fair rules for use of

shared space: cycle permissions, dogs on or off

lead, a ban with fines on dog waste and litter.

• We will ensure better access to our parks and

open spaces for disabled people.

• We will install outdoor gyms in all our busy

parks.

• We will make sure every park, open space and facility

is well maintained by drawing up multi-agency

agreements with Hampshire, Basingstoke, housing

associations and private owners of retail areas,

with a joined up, one-stop shop approach.

• We will support any conservation group setting up.

• Our vison is a conservation group in every area.

• We will encourage tree planting for carbon

offsetting.

• We will radically transform our recycling,

aiming for zero waste and a cyclic economy,

as is starting to happen in Denmark.

• We will aim to get residents reducing their

consumption, enabling more old things to be

reused, and improve our recycling rates by

collecting more materials at the kerbside.

• We will open a second Household Waste

Recycling Centre near to junction 7 of the M3.

• We will abolish new bin charges.

• We will scrap the hikes in fees for multiple bulk

item collections, which are a tippers’ charter.

• We will tackle litter and fly-tipping as a priority

and restore the bin and broom service.
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BETTER ADULT SERVICES 

It is a national scandal that people with learning  

difficulties have been given “DO NOT RESUSCITATE” 

orders during this pandemic.  

COVID-19 accounted for 65% of deaths of people with 

learning disabilities in the third lockdown. Men with 

learning difficulties are 3.5 times more likely to die 

from COVID-19 than those without. 

• We will sign up to UNISON’s Ethical Care and

Residential Care Charters, ending arbitrary

15 minute care services and providing care

workers with paid travel time.

• We will lobby for the Care Sector to be taken out

of Local Authority control and placed under the

NHS, as has been promised for years.

This will free cash-strapped councils like Hampshire 

from mounting liabilities they find increasingly  

difficult to fund, and protect other council services 

from cuts. 

• We will work with charities, social care providers

and others to publish an action plan to reduce

loneliness in Hampshire.

• We will actively support projects to provide

training and employment for adults with

learning difficulties, such as the Café Project at

the Dome (left).

• We will lobby the government to bring back

Remploy into public control and expand its remit

to employ more disabled people in local

businesses, especially manufacturing.

• We will work with all disabled groups and

charities to improve access and opportunities

in all our public places and public-facing

privately-owned facilities.

• This pandemic has had a massive impact on

the mental health of millions of people:

we will boost our mental health team to

reach out to more people than ever.

It’s OK not to be OK.

Basingstoke 



40% of Basingstoke and Deane ‘s population lives outside 

Basingstoke. Many villages saw their shops and schools  

shut decades ago, with all that is left  being a pub, church, 

or community hall. 

Nearly everyone is reliant on the car. Work, school, and 

many essential services are miles away. Alternative 

transport is limited: few buses, and roads that are often too 

dangerous for a bicycle.  

• We support calls for a second supermarket in Tadley.

Sainsbury’s has a monopoly. The nearest alternatives

are eight miles away in north Basingstoke.

• We will build closer working relationships with other

authorities to represent your interests and prevent

a repeat of West Berks’ refusal to grant planning

permission for the Lidl store just over the county

border from Tadley at the Mulfords Hill traffic lights.

A New Basingstoke 
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BETTER RURAL SERVICES 

• We will work with rural communities to find

ways to de-carbonise their economies and bring

about community energy schemes.

• We will work with neighbouring authorities to

provide a green grid of walking and cycle routes,

such the Basingstoke Canal path or the disused

Basingstoke and Alton Light Railway.

• We will work with local businesses and

communities to maintain, and augment local

services after the pandemic, so that new ways

of working (esp from home) are supported.

• We will explore options where people can

travel fewer miles to work, with local offices

offering the necessary bandwidth to run a

business, without the commute to London.

• We will encourage people to buy local food and

lobby government to address problems with farm

payments and to invest in agricultural skills.

• We will take a cautious, balanced approach to rural

development, accepting the need for new housing for

local residents, while encouraging the bulk of new

development to be in Basingstoke town itself.

• We will take the proposed Upper Swallick scheme

south of the M3 out of the next Local Plan, and

concentrate on the proposals for Manydown North

and South, which will restore our five year supply.



A DIVERSE COMMUNITY 

Basingstoke 

Basingstoke and Deane is home to over 80 ethnic minority 

community societies representing people from many  

different countries around the world. 

In a changing world, we need to celebrate our diversity and 

support our ethnic communities, many of whom have 

suffered disproportionately in the pandemic. 

• We will build on our existing multicultural outreach

services and protect them from any future cuts.

• We will provide native language support where

required to combat language barriers and isolation.

• We will combat prejudice and discrimination in all its

forms.

Basingstoke and Deane Labour group tabled a motion to 

support our Commonwealth and Gurkha veterans. 

These veterans have often not been informed of the need to 

immediately apply for indefinite leave to remain in the UK, 

and are left with large  fees, sometimes over £10,000, for 

them and their families.  

Some have also been left with NHS bills of tens of thousands, 

despite having seen active service in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

• We will never forget the service of our veterans and

believe that 4 years service be rewarded in later life with

the right to remain in the UK, and automatic citizenship

after 12 years of service.

• We will build stronger links overseas, such as with Nepal,

where we have a large community in Basingstoke..

Basingstoke and Deane has always been a welcoming  

Borough. Sixty years ago, we welcomed new people from 

London where there was a desperate shortage of housing. 

We found them new homes and new jobs. 

The town trebled in size in just over a decade. 

Now, three generations on, we are facing the same problems 

with an acute shortage of housing and thousands of jobs lost 

through the pandemic. 

We have the additional challenges of the Climate 

Emergency and social change to contend with. 

• We will reach out to every community to make sure

no-one is left behind.

• We will make sure every person in this Borough has their

part to play in the recovery and the building back of a

New Basingstoke.



A FAIRER COMMUNITY 

A New Basingstoke 
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Labour is the only political party in Basingstoke to publicly state 

its support for WASPI women.  

The WASPI campaign represents women born between 1950 and 

1960 who were hit by the 2011 Pensions Act, which accelerated 

the transition for the women’s state retirement age from 60 to 66. 

This left millions of women with a 6-year income gap to fill when 

they retire. Many of those are facing financial hardship. 

There are over 4,000 women affected in Basingstoke. 

• We will continue our fight, at local and national level, for

justice for our women affected by the 2011 Pensions Act.

• At national level, we will make Britain the best place

to grow up in, and to grow old in.

• At local level, we will work with local businesses to make

sure women who find themselves out of work due to the

pandemic can be found new jobs.

Women have been disproportionately affected by the job cuts 

arising in the pandemic. Over 2,500 retail jobs have been lost in 

Basingstoke, most of them held by women. 

We have a monumental task ahead of us 

rebuilding Basingstoke and Deane’s local 

economy and tackling the increasing  

inequality. 

We need to make sure those who need the 

help most, get it. The economic after-effects 

of this pandemic could be with us for years to 

come. 

• We are 100% committed to equality of

outcome recovering from this pandemic.

Household poverty has soared during the pandemic. 

The number of households plunged into destitution more than doubled in 

2020, according to research done by the National Institute of Economic and 

Social Research (NIESR). 

Destitution is defined as two adults living on less than £100 a week 

or a single adult on less than £70. 

The impact has been particularly bad amongst women and the young.  

Retail, leisure, hospitality, industries requiring social proximity, will continue 

to suffer for some time. It’s not just going to end when we’re vaccinated. 

• We will give a clear commitment to bring in from the cold those

struggling on Universal Credit, struggling to find new jobs,

or struggling to get support.

• We will lobby central government to set up a Royal Commission to

conduct a far-ranging enquiry, similar in scope to the 1942 Beveridge

Report.



A REPRESENTATIVE COMMUNITY 

All but a handful of the seats the Conservatives hold  

in Basingstoke and Deane have never changed hands. 

They have been in charge of Hampshire for nearly 

twenty-five years.  

They have no incentive to serve the people if they think 

they’ll always get elected no matter what. 

Labour is picking up more seats in rural areas like  

Cornwall and Oxfordshire. The era of blue one-party states 

in the shires and commuter towns is coming to an end. 

Local democracy is under threat in this country. 

Cuts to council budgets over the past ten years has 

left many councils on the brink of bankruptcy. 

Far from implementing a localism agenda, the last 

ten years have seen successive governments do the 

opposite to what they promised, and centralise pow-

er in Whitehall. 

We saw the appalling effects of that in the Coronavirus 

crisis. Government attempts to co-ordinate services 

from Whitehall were shambolic. It was only the strength 

of our local services and volunteers that helped  

distribute food, medicines, and help to those that  

needed it. Often government food parcels were so paltry 

that they needed making up locally. 

• We will make sure both Basingstoke and

Hampshire councils continue to invest in services

to make them strong.

• We will demand more money from central

government where it is needed. Unlike the

current Conservative administrations which just

roll over and accept what is done to them.

• We will break the Conservative stranglehold on

local democracy, for too long the preserve of

privilege, and ageing upper middle class men who

see the council as a cash register to spend on

their own wards and pet projects.

• We will field candidates who are more

representative of the communities they

represent.

• We will give residents from every part of the

Borough of Basingstoke and Deane a voice at

Borough and County Level.

• We will spend money where it is needed, and

not on Tory pet projects or crony contracts.

• We will put you first.
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A SAFER COMMUNITY 

After a decade of cuts to Police funding and support, the Tories have 

proved that they have no understanding and little interest in law  

enforcement or protecting the public. 

 

Hampshire Police has been badly affected by deep cuts and is the 

worst funded force in the country. It is underfunded by £43.5M per 

year—  equivalent to 1600 staff - and this is getting worse. 

Labour is a party which is tough on crime, 

because we are tough on the causes of crime. 

We have a strong track record on crime prevention, giving the police 

the resources they need to do their job, while understanding and 

tackling the social issues that lead offenders into crime in the first 

place. 

Having worked in the voluntary sector with the homeless, in a  

children’s home, for Hampshire Probation Service, and as a social  

worker specialising in young offenders, Tony is uniquely qualified to run 

for office as the only Hampshire candidate to have any relevant   

professional experience or knowledge. 

 
I am proud to be standing  

as Labour & Co-Operative’s  

Police and Crime Commissioner 

for Hampshire and  

the Isle of Wight. 

 

- Tony Bunday 

• We will augment our PCs and PCSOs work in the  

community by expanding our Community Support 

Office and will bring back Community Wardens. 

• We will work with police and community  volunteers  

to set up an area Neighbourhood Watch and  

community speed watch in every area that wants one. 

• We support the Co-Op Party’s “Not part of the Job”  

campaign to make it an offence to  

assault, abuse or threaten shop workers. 

• We support USDAW’s “Freedom From Fear” 

shop worker campaign. 

• We will encourage local retail businesses to 

back UNISON’s End Violence at Work Charter. 
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A NEW BASINGSTOKE 
Inter-connection of local and national policies is crucial. Labour offers policies from a party 

which controls many councils which have tested them in the field. Being an aspiring party of 

government, we have the  potential to shape the future of the country. 

 

Contact us 
Basingstoke and Hampshire Council Elections 

Tel:  07879 436985 

Email:  chair@basingstokelabour.org 

Facebook:  @BasingstokeLabourCouncillors 

Twitter: @BStokeLabour 

Web: www.basingstokelabour.org 

 

Police and Crime Commissioner Election 
Email:  tonybundaylabour@gmail.com 

Facebook:  @tonybundaylabour 

Twitter: @TonyBunday 

Web: www.tonybunday.co.uk 
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